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Showcase cutting edge policles and practices on distance learning to achleve SDG4;
Enhance quality related to distance education based on the use of learning outcomes;
Strengthen the network of distance education providers in Asia-Pacific;

Develop an action plan to ensure equitable access for the most vulnerable people
through improved Institutional governance and strategic partnerships.

Sub-themes

To achieve SDG4, innovation Is critical to help strengthen education systems, and ensure equal
access to quality higher education for ail. In order to address different challenges and

opportunities for distance learning, the international conference will include the following sub-
themes:

1!

Trends Analysis in Distance Learning — This sub-theme will analyse trends for open and
distance learning to promote inclusive economic, soclal and environmental sustainability.
For example, distance education can increase access, equity, quality and relevance, and
can narrow the gap between what is taught, and what economies and societies demand
throughout the region. Related issues:

* Assess the current status of open and distance learning in Asia-Pacific

* Identify key stakeholders, policies, trends and challenges Influencing distance
learning

o Analyse strategies to ensure all learners can benefit equally from quality
education in line with SDG4
- e Instructional and evaluation design

Disruptive Innovations in Distance Learning - Rapid and innovative technological
advancements must be effectively harnessed to transform distance learning systems. For
example, there [s significant potential around learner data to guide online learning and
improve the design and organization of courses. In this context, education and training
providers must innovate to secure appropriate and ethical use of data, inciliding
safeguarding the privacy and confldentiality of students’ personally identifiable
information, This in turn promotes the portability and recognition of learning,
s Highlight lessons learned from online learning innovations in Asia and the Pacific
¢ Showcase practical examples of technological advancements that enhance
distance learning, including the use of learning outcomes in the Asia-Pacific region
« Explore the importance of digital learner data ecosystems (e.g. Groningen
Declaration)

» Impacts of disruptive technology on mode of teaching and learning

Subject-specific Research in Distance Learning~ Areas of study in distance learning
include a focus on providing teachers with system-wide support for the pedagogical use
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Meeting venues and accommodation

The conference will be held at STOU's main campus In Muang Thong Thani, Nonthaburi,
Thailand. There are four accommadation cholces including STOU Seminar Building 1l {on
campus), Novotel Bangkok IMPACT, Ibis Bangkak IMPACT and Best Western Plus Wanda Grand.,

Tentative program

Thursday, 1 August 2019
08.00 - 09.00 Registration
09.00 - 09.30 Opening Ceremony
09.30 = 10.30 Keynote Speech 1
10.30 -~ 11.00 Refreshment
11.00 - 12.00 Keynote Speech 2
12.00 - 13,30 Lunch
13.30 — 15.00 Concurrent Session 1
15.00 ~ 15.20 Refreshment
15.30 ~ 17.00 Working groups to develop innovative action plans to achieve SDG4
17.30 ~ 20,00 Welcome Reception

Friday, 2 August 2019
08.00 — 059.00 Registration
09.00 - 10.00 Keynote Speech 3
10.00 ~ 10.30 Refreshment
10.30 ~ 12.00 Panei Discussion
12.00 - 13.30 Lunch
13.30 - 15.00 Concurrent Session 2 and Poster Session
15.00 - 15.30 Refreshment
15,30 -~ 16.30 Concurrent Sesslon 3 and Poster Session
16:30 ~ 17:00 Closing session: Announcement of action plans, commitments and next steps

Saturday, 3 August 2019
Cultural program (Post Conference Tour)
Speakers and Panel Discussion

The conference will consist of three keynote speakers and one panel discussion which includes
three panelists and one moderator who are key resource persons in open and distance
education.
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